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The Use of Computers
in the Reading Program
A District Approach
Nora Forester

The impact of computers in education is
increasing at an accelerating rate. The
number of U.S. schools using computers in the
classroom has almost quadrupled in the past
two years, approximately 55,000 last year.
Forty-three million dollars was spent on
software along. School districts across the
country are receiving pressure from parents
and computer companies to put computers in
every classroom.

elementary school principals, teachers, and a
parent was formed to study the feasibility of
implementing computer labs in all of the
District schools. Computer labs had already
been established in the four District high
schools and several of the middle schools.
These labs were used mainly for the teaching
of math, not language arts. At the elementary
level, computers were limited to an
experimental reading program in the fifth
grade on one campus.
The major task of the committee was to
decide how the computer lab would be
adapted to meet the needs of the
instructional program. Another task was to
preview software, being that the quality and
quantity of software would be one criteria to
be used in the selection of hardware.
There seemed to be adequate software
for math, but the selection was very limited in
other areas, especially in reading and
language arts. Most of the software available
for reading was drill and practice type
programs teaching skills in isolation and
having a tendency to fragment the language
arts program. Most programs were nothing
more than workbook activities put together
by computer programmers having little or no
experience in the teaching of reading.
One exception was the Individual
Reading Instruction System (IRIS), developed
by the World Institute for Computer Assisted
Teaching (WICAT), Educational Institute in
Provo, Utah. Northside District, through a
Federal grant, had the opportunity to fieldtest this program in one of the elementary
schools. A comprehension computer
program for intermediate grade students in
the form of a series of newspaper stories, the
activities fall into five comprehension
categories: drawing inference, deleting

Plan for Implementing
Northside School District in San Antonio,
Texas was one of the districts receiving this
pressure. Before the District administration
jumped on the bandwagon to place
computer labs in each elementary school,
they had a number of questions concerning
the instructional soundness of such programs.
The administration remembered too well the
machines of the 1960's that received glowing
reports that would revolutionize the teaching
of reading but are now on shelves forgotten
and gathering dust. The claims were too
much and the use of these machines was too
little. They did not want this to happen again.
A district-wide committee of central
office administrators, supervisors,
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The District does not want teachers to be
forced into using a technology they know
little about or feel inadequate in using.
A committee of principals, teachers, and
supervisors, under the direction of the
computer coordinator, will continue to
screen software in order to make
recommendations to schools to insure that all
software is compatible with the instructional
program. The list will contain several
suggested programs so schools will have
some flexibility in their selection.

unnecessary information, constructing
logical arguments, using new vocabulary,
and using study skills to investigate the
reading materials further. This program,
written by reading educators and
programmers, proved successful.
The computer committee realized the
need for one person with expertise in
computers and in education to coordinate
the District computer programs and
recommended the District employ a
computer coordinator. This recommendation
was accepted. The computer coordinator
continued to work with the committee to
implement the program in the District.
Since the study by the committee has
been completed, the District is in the process
of placing four Apple lie computers and one
printer on each campus using available
Chapter II funds. Buying the same hardware
for all District elementary schools helps to
assure compatability and provide the lowest
price. Additional computers will be
purchased for each campus as funds become
available.
The next phase of the program will be to
provide microcomputer training for all
elementary school principals and teachers.

Conclusion
With proper application, the future is
bright for the use of computers in the reading
program. As teachers become computer
literate, they will be more involved in
developing quality computer programs.
Computers will be used not only for
instruction, but also for recod keeping,
assessment, charting students' progress, word
processing, and inventories, which will give
the teacher more time to devote to the
instruction of students. The use of computers
in the classroom is not just another
technological fad that will eventually fade
away. We should capitalize on its strengths.
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